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GOOD NEWS
Reginald Eldridge, Jr.

Of the gospel’s coming. Of the second coming. Of the first. Of the 
always right around the corner. Always right inside your mind if only 
you pay attention. Always open to being attended to. Attention-bound. 
Always legible, a code turned language immediate. An evident arche-
type, announcing always. Sun on stone. A generosity of plain sight. 
Always a celebration. Invariable variety of a tree with jeweled fruit. 
Bending by the banner of its own becoming. Good news: tomorrow 
will come in a rush slowed to a brass billed woodwind warbling wade 
in the water, God’s gonna trouble. Good news: God is not dead is not 
hiding is not afraid of his own darkness or of the darkness inside you. 
God knows what you can’t know or do not wish to. But will help you 
if you ask. If you listen to the quiet beneath the noise in your body you 
will learn what to ask for. Good news: your body is no more a temple 
than the bodies in which you suffered the pinch, the scrape, the cut, 
the break, the blindness willed to erode you. Skeletons of stone and 
marble, of brick and wood and mud, bodies inside of bodies made of 
earth, air, water, space, time. You will not always yearn. One day you 
will cry a cry so wild it undoes the doing life has wrought you. One day 
you will look at what you think is a hole and find yourself staring back 
from the verge of your own closure. What’s empty will fill itself when 
addressed, marked, named. You will say, there i am, and be there and 
only there, and also here, in the mind of the reader, a growing voice 
whose crumbles sprout, whose crumbs animate and spread, and there 
will be no aversion, and there will be no disgust, and there will be no 
disorder, and there will be no words to say what is to come, and there 
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will be no need for words or the things words refer to, and there will 
be only light light light
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M. Shelly Conner received her PhD in English from the University of 
Illinois at Chicago. She is an instructor in the English Department at 
Loyola University Chicago and Executive Director of Quare Square 
Collective, Inc., a nonprofit collective of queer artists of color in the 
Midwest. Shelly’s creative and scholarly works examine the intersec-
tional experiences of race, gender, and sexuality. Currently, she is ex-
ploring publishing options for her debut novel everyman.

Elizabeth Currans is Assistant Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies 
at Eastern Michigan University. Her book manuscript, under contract 
with University of Illinois Press, explores how participants in public 
demonstrations attended primarily by women claim and remake public 
spaces. Recent publications appear in Feminist Formations, Social Jus-
tice, and Women’s Studies Quarterly.

Toi Derricotte is the author of The Undertaker’s Daughter (University 
of Pittsburgh Press, 2011) and four earlier collections of poetry, includ-
ing Tender, winner of the 1998 Paterson Poetry Prize. Her literary mem-
oir, The Black Notebooks: An Interior Journey (W.W. Norton), received 
the 1998 Anisfield-Wolf Book Award for Nonfiction and was a New 
York Times Notable Book of the Year. Her honors include, among many 
others, the 2012 Paterson Award for Sustained Literary Achievement, 
the 2012 PEN/Voelcker Award for Poetry, the Lucille Medwick Memo-
rial Award from the Poetry Society of America, two Pushcart Prizes, and 
the Distinguished Pioneering of the Arts Award from the United Black 
Artists. Derricotte is the co-founder of Cave Canem Foundation (with 
Cornelius Eady), Professor Emerita at the University of Pittsburgh, and 
a Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets.

Dennie Eagleson is a fine-art and documentary photographer who ex-
hibits her photography regionally and nationally. Her work includes 
documentary projects in Cuba, Nicaragua, Sarajevo, local projects fo-
cused on alternative families, and place-based investigations with pin-
hole and plastic lens cameras. Eagleson taught photography at Antioch 
College for two decades until the closing in 2008 and returned to be 
Creative Director of the Herndon Gallery from 2012 until 2014.

Reginald Eldridge, Jr. (also known as RJ EL) is a writer, educator, and 
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visual and performance artist. His visual work and performances have 
been exhibited at the University of Chicago, The Silver Room, Galleria 
Bianconi, Intuit, and other galleries. His poetry has been featured on the 
NAACP Image Award-nominated “Verses and Flow” and has appeared 
in Learn Then Burn: A Modern Poetry Anthology for the Classroom, 
the Griot, and other journals. His photography has been featured in 
Black Girl In Om and is forthcoming in other journals. He lives in 
Chicago.

t’ai freedom ford is a New York City high school English teacher, Cave 
Canem Fellow, and Pushcart Prize nominee. Her poetry has appeared or 
is forthcoming in Drunken Boat, Sinister Wisdom, No, Dear, the Afri-
can American Review, PLUCK!, Vinyl Poetry, and others. In 2012 and 
2013, she completed two multi-city tours as a part of a queer woman 
of color literary salon, The Revival. t’ai lives and loves in Brooklyn but 
hangs out digitally at: shesaidword.com.

Brian Gilmore’s latest collection of poetry, We Didn’t Know Any Gang-
sters has been nominated for NAACP Image Award and a Hurston/
Wright Foundation Legacy Award for Poetry (2015). Gilmore is a 
poet, writer, public interest attorney, and columnist with Progressive 
Media Project. He is a Cave Canem Fellow (1997), Kimbilio Fellow 
(2014), Literature Fellow for the DC Commission on Arts and Human-
ities (1997), Pushcart Prize nominee (2007, 2014), and winner of the 
Maryland State Arts Council’s Individual Artist Award (2001, 2003). 
Gilmore has been a contributing writer for Ebony, JET, and JazzTimes 
Magazine. He is the author of three collections of poetry: Elvis Presley 
is alive and well and living in harlem, Jungle Nights and Soda Fountain 
Rags: Poem for Duke Ellington, and his latest We Didn’t Know Any 
Gangsters (Cherry Castle Publishing). He teaches law at Michigan State 
University College of Law, where he lectures and writes on contempo-
rary issues relating to housing and economic inequality. He divides his 
time between Michigan and Washington, DC.

Ebony Noëlle Golden declares that creativity is conjuring, is root work, 
is making a way out of no way, is the practice of radical expressiveness 
that incites, inspires, and instigates, liberation, NOW! Golden, a native 
Houstonian who calls Harlem, home, is a performance artist, public 


